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SPAIN. 

CANARY  ISLANDS. 

By  Consul  George    IC.   .Stiles,  Teui'i-iiro. 

The  iiiliabitcd  ishiiuls  of  the  Canary  Archipelago  (TencrllTe,  Grand 
Canaiy,  Pahna,  Lanzarole,  Fnorteventnra,  and  Ilicrro)  have  experi- 
enced great  economic  and  linancial  d'epression  during  l!)17  as  a  result 
of  the  war.  The  witlidrawal  of  all  but  Spanish  vessels  from  Canary 
Island  ports  Avas  confirmed  in  January,  10]  7,  and  cut  off  UO.  per  cent 
of  the  staple  exports — bananas,  winter  tomatoes,  and  potatoes — to 
British  and  French  markets.  The  bunker-coal  trade  closed  down  ab- 
ruptly and  threw  a  most  important  industrial  element  into  idleness. 

The  suffering  and  distress  which  followed  led  to  a  great  increase  in 
emigration.  So  strongly  did  the  tide  How  toward  Cuba  and  South 
Aiiierica  that  westbound  Spanish  steamers  left  Canary  Island  ports 
with  temporary  accommodations  hastily  constructed  between  decks 
after  the  intended  occupants  wore  already  on  board.  The  total 
amount  of  emigration  from  the  islands  for  the  year  1017  is  con- 
servatively estimated  at  IS  per  c(^nt  of  the  male  population. 

Financial  Conditions  Stable — Relative  Commerce  of  Canaiy  Islands  Ports. 

That  failures  were  scarce  sliowcd  the  con.servative  business  methods 
of  the  conmiercial  classes.  No  irapiortant  firjn  was  forced  out  of 
business,  although  nearly  all  of  them  decreased  the  number  of  em- 
ployees, and  paid  tlie  remaiii<ler  reduced  wages. 

The  leading  ports  of  the  islands,  six  in  number,  show  by  clear- 
ances and  entrances  of  foi-eigu  commerce  during  1015  and  1010 
that  foreign  trade  continued  during  the  latter  year  with  little  diminu- 
tion as;  compared  with  prewar  figures.  The  1017  official  figures,  how- 
ever, when  available,  will  show  startling  leductions.  The  compara- 
tive jfigures  for  1015  and  lOlG.  as  compiled  from  the  Estadistica  Gen- 
ei'al  del  Commercio  Exterior  de  Espana  for  lOlG,  (available  in  Octo- 
lier,  101 S),  were: 


Ports. 

1915 

1916 

Imports.       Exports. 
$f),4.">6,220     Sl.0Sr).4'29 

Imports 

Kxporls. 

86. 007. 9 »C 

137,109 

117,  .599 

312,710 

7, -1^4, 002 

.«1,5S.'',.12.5 

157, t9S 

2.37,024 

443, 1<>4 

7,  .3.50, 420 

23. 0.50 

115.701 

■52.  KS4 

2,027,777 

15,.S07 

137,7it7 

Santa  Cruz  de  La  Falma     

S2.945 

2,748,072 

Total 

14,650,326  i    3..30fi.441 

14,6.59,426 

4,.5CS,346 

'       '■ 

Banking  and  Exchange. 

'J'he  banking  .situation  in  tlie  i>l;ind,s  ^howcd  an  increasing  value 
of  the  gold  peseta  as  against  the  dollar,  the  fr:inc,  and  11k'  pound 
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sterling,  enablino-  Canary  Island  buyers  to  make  advantageous  set- 
tlements on  foreign  balances.  The  gold  peseta  had  its  lowest  value 
on  February  12,  1917,  Avhen  the  dollar  was  worth  4.77  pesetas:  the 
franc,  0.82  peseta ;  and  the  pound  sterling,  22.71  pesetas.  Exchange 
rates  decreased  steadily  as  the  year  progressed  until  on  December 
19,  1917,  the  dollar  was  worth  only  4.13  pesetas;  the  franc,  0.72 
peseta;  and  the  pound  sterling,  19.64  pesetas,  Spanish  gold 
throughout  the  12  months  remained  steady  at  2  per  cent  over  silver 
and  pai)er  currency.  This  appreciation  of  gold  withdrew  it  from 
circulation,  wliile  the  scarcity  of  bank  notes  forced  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  silver  into  circulation. 

An  important  feature  of  the  local  market  was  the  arrival  of  large 
quantities  of  American  paper  money  brought  by  the  thousands  of 
laborers  returning  from  Cuba  after  the  zafra,  or  sugar  harvest. 
The  absence  of  an  American  bank  produced  a  situation  in  which 
American  bank  notes  were  refused  any  banking  exchange  whatso- 
ever, and  as  a  result  they  became  a  mere  speculation  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  bringing  about  70  per  cent  of  their  face  value. 

Credits  were  very  much  constricted,  the  Ijanks  frequently  netting 
as  high  as  10  per  cent  OAving  to  additional  charges  granted  by  busi- 
ness men  for  financial  accommodation.  Call  money  ranged  from  4 
per  cent  during  the  first  six  months,  to  5  per  cent  during  Jul,y, 
August,  and  September,  while  during  the  last  three  months  of  1917, 
the  rate  reached  G  per  cent.  So  great  was  the  money  stringency  that 
several  attempts  to  float  municipal  securities  in  the  islands  ended  in 
failure,  whereas  in  1916  a  large  issue  of  citv  stock  for  Santa  Cruz 
de  Teneriife,  brought  98  to  99. 

American  Markets  Much  Sought. 

From  January  until  the  entry  of  the  Ignited  States  into  the  war  in 
April,  1917,  American  merchandise  of  every  kind,  despite  the  extraor- 
dinary transportation  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  was  imported  into 
the  Canary  Islands  in  noticeably  increased  quantities.  Credits  from 
American  firms  narrowed  sharply  during  the  first  few  months  of 
1917  and  practically  disappeared  from  the  market  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year.  Supplies  of  American  canned  goods,  hams,  lard, 
flour,  and  automobiles,  which  had  dominated  the  market,  ceased  in 
May,  and  all  of  the  above-mentioned  goods,  except  flour,  disappeared 
from  the  market.  Inferior  flour  continued  to  arrive  from  Argentina 
or  Spain. 

The  Stiperior  quality  of  American  merchandise  imported  directly, 
enabled  the  general  trade  of  the  islands  to  become  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted, for  the  first  time,  with  the  capabilities  of  the  American 
exporters  and  prepared  the  Canary  Island  market  for  heavy  pur- 
chases of  the  above-mentioned  lines  of  American  goods  as  soon  as 
the  resumption  of  normal  conditions  shall  give  buyers  access  to  the 
United  States  market. 

From  the  Canary  Islands  to  the  United  States  and  possessions, 
there  were  sent  in  1917  declared  exports  amounting  in  value  to 
$321,251,  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent  over  1916  figures.  The 
greater  part  of  this  gain  was  due  to  a  record  export  of  onion  seed, 
amounting  to  $139,927,  and  to  the  appearance  of  two  new  exports 
to  America — almonds  and  tomatoes — which  had  not  figured  in  the 
1916  business  to  an}-  extent. 
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Anioricnn  })iuc1ui.so  of  Toneriffe  drawn-thronil  work  and  cin- 
broidery  rouained  i)i'!icli('ally  stationary,  as  was  also  tlie  case  with 
oooliinoid.  The  followinii;  table  eoiitains  the  declared  values  of  ox- 
])orts  fi-oni  the  Canary  lslan«ls  to  tiie  United  JStates  and  Porto  Eico 
dui-ino;  IDIG  and  H>1T." 


Artidos. 

1910 

1917 

Articles. 

'  1916 

1917 

TO  THE  fNITED  STATES. 

$1,026 

ilV 

t7,7S4 
10, 1.59 
11,000 

.$42,  ISO 
1,058 

'"3],'i3S 

12, ISO 

11.927 

'  l.-).5 

4 

S.OiS 

133.264 

1,384 

37,701 
561 
89 

j 

TO  PORTO  PICO. 

I"i<;li,  dried 

$3CS 

<  Jaravances 

«-',027 

<;arl!C 

371 

30,491 
1,2.55. 
5,150 

33  250 

I  Oiiiou  seed 

6,663 

!  r otatoes 

1  Tomato  seed 

'     "45 

•  I  "mbrel  la.*? 

1,120 
359 

Ilides 

.S03 

1 ,  :i09 

lOS 

WateiprooLs 

> . .  • 

Mineral  water 

Wine 

126 

Total 

40,402 

41,323 

SS.  l;V2 

4,(«7 

374 

2,924 

1,413 

(iraiid  tola! 

176,585 

321,2*1 

>Scieiil  ific  ai'tiplcs 

Tomatoes 

Tomato  piste 

Wiiie 

199 
1,S45 

Wool 

Total 

J30, 1.S3 

279,92.S 

The  decided  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States  is  the  more 
remarkable  as  the  advance  was  made  despite  restrictions  caused  by 
the  introduction  of  import  licenses  and  decreased  transportation. 
Exports  to  United  States  in  1917 — American  Methods  Improved. 

The  oilk'ial  figures  showing  only  a  slight  increase  in  American 
exports  fail  to  give  the  true  status  of  this  trade.  Actually  important 
gains  were  made  during  the  first  six  months  of  1917,  but  as  American 
exports  to  the  islands  were  shipped  via  Cadiz,  Spain,  a  large  pro- 
portion was  credited  as  Spanish  exports  to  the  Canary  Islands: 
and  no  through  bills  of  lading  licing  obtainable,  these  Canary  Island 
imports  from  tlie  United  States  were  declared  by  the  American  ex- 
porter to  be  for  tlie  Spanish  Peninsula, 

AYlieat  flour  approximately  doubled  in  value;  total  exports  to 
the  i.slands  increasing  $51,o09  in  the  first  six  months  com]>ared  wnth 
those  of  1910.  American  canned  meats,  lard,  hardware,  and  enameled 
merchandise  .showed  noteworthy  gains.  Lubricating  oils,  gasoline, 
kerosene,  and  greases  came  exclusively  from  the  United  Staters  but 
in  reduced  quantities.  Iliglier  ]irices  prevailed  in  each  of  the  fore- 
going lines  for  1917.  Lunil)er  totaled  S:2:50.4()(),  a  net  gain  of  85 
per  cent.  'J'hc  bulk  was  soft  ]>ine,  undressed,  untrimmed,  10  to  15 
feet  in  length,  I  to  ;^  inches  in  thickness,  and  8  to  13  inches  in  Avidth. 
Virginia  leaf  and  .scrap  tobacco  direct  from  the  United  States  Avas 
valued  at  $-215,360,  a  gain  of  $(](),935,  and  Porto  Ifico  tobacco  at 
$45,400. 

The  tobacco  trade  was  the  single  industry  that  flourished  in  the 
Canary  Islands  in  1917.  Large  factories  in  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriff'e, 
and  Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  found  remunerative  emjiloyment 
supplying  low-grade  cigarettes  to  the  French  Army,  and  to  Frencli 
possessions  in  Africa. 

Efforts  made  b}'  American  exporters  to  gain  the  Canary  Island 
jnarket  continued  with  increasing  energy  up  to  the  entiy  of  the 
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United  States  into  the  war,  and  the  results  were  verj'-  gratifying. 
Although  sales  were  not  equal  to  the  liigh  record  of  1916,  owing 
to  the  increasing  inability  of  American  firms  to  fill  orders  already 
accepted,  valuable  connections  were  made.  Widespread  distribution 
of  catalogues  and  business  literature,  in  the  Spanish  language,  has 
performed  a  much  needed  educational  service  and  has  left  the  ground 
well  prepared  for  the  introduction  of  numerous  lines  of  American 
merchandise,  once  international  trade  has  resumed  its  normal 
channels. 
Bunker-Coal  Trade  Disappears — Road  Building — Banana  Acreage. 

The  bunker-coal  trade,  which  in  1914  was  valued  at  $10,000,000, 
ceased" during  1917.  No  collier  entered  these  ports  during  the  jenr 
except  small  coastwise  steamers  carrying  300  to  400  tons  of  low-grade 
Spanish  dust  coal.  In  1917  there  were  no  imports  of  American  coal, 
which  in  1916  showed  a  landed  value  of  $167,840. 

Road  building,  under  the  direction  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
brought  about  an  expenditure  in  the  Canary  Ishinds  of  approxi- 
mately $350,000.  The  construction  was  of  extremely  low  grade,  and 
the  bulk  of  the  surface  laid  is  already  in  poor  condition.  The  im- 
portant projected  improvement  of  an  east  and  west  highroad  across 
Tenerifle  Island  was  not  touched.  This  construction  calls  for  high- 
grade  road-making  machinery  and  a  number  of  bridges,  for  which 
necessary  material  was  entirely  lacking. 

The  cutting  off  of  the  principal  markets  for  the  Canary  Island 
bananas — Liverpool  and  Marseille — had  a  disastrous  effect.  A  total 
decrease  in  acreage,  estimated  by  the  Canary  Island  Agricultural 
Department  at  40  per  cent,  was  joined  to  a  general  cutting  down  of 
adult  plants,  which  toward  the  end  of  1917  had  reduced  the  monthly 
output  of  even  low-standard  banana  bunches  to  about  25  per  cent  of 
1916  records.  Millions  of  dollars  worth  of  banana  plantations  were 
turned  into  wheat  lands.  It  will  probably  be  a  year  and  a  half  after 
the  resumption  of  normal  transportation  facilities  before  the  banana 
industry  can  approach  its  export  records  of  1915  and  1916. 

Vast  quantities  of  mineral  fertilizers  must  be  transported  and 
applied  to  that  section  usually  devoted  t<^)  banana  production  before 
it  will  be  worth  while  to  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  in  new  banana 
acreage.  Ordinary  banana  bunches  in  1917  were  sold  on  the  planta- 
tions at  $0.10  per  bunch  as  compared  Avith  $1.20  to  $1.50  in  the 
second  half  of  1916. 

Import  Trade  for  1916  and  1917. 

During  1916  the  islands  paid  exceedingly  high  prices  for  all 
classes  of  imports.  As  a  result,  the  value  of  imports  increased 
$9,100  out  of  a  total  of  $14,659,426,  while  the  quantities  involved  de- 
creased at  least  30  per  cent. 

The  big  decreases  in  imports  in  1917  occurred  principally  in 
mineral  fertilizers,  coal,  and  breaclstuffs,  while  packing  materials, 
including  cotton,  wadding,  banana  shooks,  and  wire  nails,  showed 
even  greater  losses.  Textiles  increased  in  value  but  decreased  in 
quantity. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  im- 
ports for  1916  and  1917,  the  former  being  official  figures,  while  the 
latter  are  based  on  quantities  checked  at  the  customhouses  in  the 
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six  principal  ports  of  the  islands,  with  values  based  on  estimates 
furnished  by  leading  importers  in  the  various  lines  of  trade : 


Articles. 


Alcohol quarts. 

Animals,  live: 

Horses number . 

Mules  and  bullocks do... 

Automobiles do... 

Breadstuffs: 

Barley  and  other  cereals metric  tons. 

Com do... 

Wheat do. . . 

Wheat  flom- do. . . 

Candles do... 

Cars  and  other  vehicles do... 

Cement do. .. 

Chemicals  and  products: 

Calcium  carbide do. . . 

Drugs do. . . 

Insecticides do. . . 

Mineral  fertilizers do. .. 

Paints,  varnishes,  and  inks do... 

Sulphur,  refined do . . . 

All  other do . . . 

Coal,  bunker do... 

Cocoa  and  chocolate do... 

Coffee do... 

Confectionery  and  fine  biscuits do... 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of: 

Manuf actm-es  of do... 

Unmanufactiu'ed do... 

FertiUzers,  animal do. . . 

Fiber  and  fiber  textiles .'. do. . . 

Forage  and  seeds do... 

Fruit  and  vegetables,  dried do... 

Glassware  and  earthenware do. . . 

Hats  and  caps do... 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware  and  tinware do. . . 

Wire do... 

Wire  nails do... 

Machinery — 

Agricultural  machmery do... 

Boilers do. . . 

Electric  material do . . . 

Gas  and  steam  engines do... 

Piping do. . . 

Typewiiters niunber . 

Unmanufactured  iron metric  tons . 

Leather: 

Boots  and  shoes do... 

Harness do... 

Tanned  skins do. . . 

Marble  and  tOes do. . . 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Butter  and  margarine do . . . 

Canned  meats do . . . 

Hams do . . . 

Lard  and  bacon do... 

Meat  and  fish,  salted do... 

Milk,  condensed do. . . 

Oils: 

Olive do... 

LubricatLag do... 

Petroleum do. . . 

Paper: 

Fruio  wrappers do... 

Another do... 

Perfumery do. . . 

Printed  rnatter do... 

Rice do... 

Rubber do... 

Sacks  and  emptv  bags number. 

SUk,  and  manufactures  of metric  tons. 

Soap do... 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  .and  cider quarts . 

Liquors  and  brandies do. . . 

Wines do. .. 

Sugar metric  tons. 

Tea do... 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured do. . . 

Toys do — 


Quantity. 


867,524 

20 
40 
50 

1,040 
26,862 
4.643 
7.&42 
'808 
15 
7,000 

263 
430 
673 
12,971 
224 
414 

38 
110,270 

41 
251 
715 

1.308 
207 
1,270 
553 
7,694 
7,947 
1,500 
■    42 

281 

91 

633 

52 

84 
36 
448 
678 
146 
705 

34 
17 

364 

748 

3 

383 

31 

325 

182 

76 

1,970 

328 

1,606 

1,590 
1,415 

SO 

54 
1,548 

47 
684,946 

42 
1,942 

367,017 

139,642 

479, 133 

1,796 

20 

616 

27 


$93, 215 

4,206 

5, 193 

51, 043 


1917  (estimated). 


Value.      Quantity. 


31,289 

760 

843,201 

19,700 

204, 757 

3,985 

501, 825 

6,500 

341,480 

680 

26, 125 

73,260 

2,400 

19,485 

175 

193,616 

355 

73,120 

475 

495,365 

7,200 

67, 108 

189 

17,810 

125 

29.  .^63 

12 

573,102 

42,000 

20, 103 

32 

87, 178 

240 

462,106 

410 

2,055,237 

920 

62,485 

65 

40,988 

360 

318,670 

420 

214,621 

6,100 

337,405 

4,280 

161,420 

9,280 

106,375 

31 

111,055 
12,240 

54,382 

11,250 
8,200 
77,465 
143, 857 
29,583 
16, 100 
30, 100 

147,553 
61,466 

384, 256 
49, 209 

7,423 
312,150 
9,865 
102, 307 
17,201 
24,317 

531,826 
31,251 
116,485 

222,146 
263,250 
153, 140 
75,620 
68,260 
139,208 
136, 820 
668, 105 
209, 735 

31,702 

34,325 
130, 876 
154,305 

13,256 
332, 807 

58, 273 


690,450 

11 
30 
35 


150 

21 

212 

14 

35 

16 

210 

125 

46 

308 

21 

8 

280 

612 

1 
215 

10 
102 
123 

21 

1,652 
201 
918 

790 

1,015 

62 

32 

1,135 

21 

280, 465 

27 

1,386 

215, 800 

102, 700 

362,000 

1,105 

8 

520 

11 


Value. 


$75,460 

3,460 
3,255 
43,200 

24,500 
695,780 
198,400 
695,300 
531,200 
7,900 

27,860 

22,780 
245,600 

03, 200 
325, 660 

55,300 
6,250 

14,256 
281,450 

19,200 

88,100 
335,210 

1,986,300 
48,320 
14,460 
235,780 
160,375 
239,000 
122,056 
90, 265 

78,930 

1,025 

39, 160 

4,255 
5,200 
44,360 
98,500 
6,82.5 
6,420 
19,400 

120, 165 
32,  ISO 

325,700 
41,856 

2,980 
295, 700 

5,700 
45, 750 
12, 763 
10,061 

482, 703 
45, 106 
102,300 

149, 800 
208, 750 
102, 491 
60,270 
62, 705 
99, 265 
48, 750 
487,260 
198, 420 

28, 157 

31,009 
128,400 
167,900 

12, 025 
301,800 

46,402 
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Articles. 


AVood: 

]3ox  and  shook  crates metric  tons. . 

Coo|)erage  materials do 

ytmiiture do — 

rianks  and  boards ctibie  me-ters. . 

All  other metric  to.is. . 

^A'ooJ,  manufactured do — 

All  other  articles 


Quantity.      Value, 


24,299 
2(54 
2')7 
8,910 
.51 
118 


$308,-509 

22,  .8.51 

179,403 

129, 10.5 

9,40ti 

.37.5,940 

1,091,487 


Total I  14,6.59, 420 


1917  (estimated). 


Quantity.      Value 


8, 759 
1S5 

IGS 
28 
30 
87 


Sl.51,400 

1,S,4()0 

140,205 

98, 700 

4.900 

384, 700 

1,000,000 


12,418,188 


Trade  by  Countries. 

Official  figures  coveriiio-  imports  inte  and  exports  from  the  Canary 
Islands  are  available  only  for  1016,  and  the  changes  relative  to  1915 
are  shown  in  the  following  tal>le: 


Countries. 


Imports. 


1915 


1916 


Exports. 


1915 


1910 


United  States 

Porto  Rico 

Philippine  Islands . 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Brazil 

<  'olombia 

Cuba 

France 

French  Africa 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

British  colomes: 

Asia 

Africa 

Oibraltar 

Italy 

Liberia 

Mexico » . . 

Morocco 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

All  other  countries 


5737,205 
8,030 


$768,240 
10,570 


912,005 

72 

3,015 

103,275 

13. 102 

317,210 

175, 832 

32,081 

73.415 

,309,012 

52 

10,472 

4,820 

441, 780 

25 

9,  ,305 

390,004 

10,002 

205,417 

378,058 

8,502 

,402,504 

on,  250 


825,545 


?9,S02  I      ?5fl,.57t 
17,270  9,342 

1,205    

17,820  33,  .502 


29,244 

80,445 

15,700 

341,389 

70.848 

'983 

37.140 

1,539,543 

1,062 
1,1)57 
2,347 

8.8,933 
1,314 
1,705 

775,700 

2,041 

292,783 

530,059 


1,326 


403,521 

227.4<30 

31,005 


1,900,452 


37,205 


06,405 
C  742 


9,087 


47,708 
340,232 


5, 383. 3tJ0 

510,002 

0,403 

40,829 

300,013 


Total 14,650,326 


14,0.59,426 


190 


540,895 


1, 102 
'28,"936' 


304,035 
304,361 
80,402 


2,401,110 


93,393 

19 

20,024 

19,591 


.51.790 

14,942 

1,710 

16,117 


785,530 


685 
251,598 


3,  .306, 441 


4,568,340 


Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  and  Poro  Rico  as  shown  by 
the  American  consnlar  records  were  ^170.585,  and  not  $50,910,  as 
indicated  by  the  official  figures  above. 
Origin  of  Canary  Island  Imports. 

The  principal  countries  of  origin  of  l.he  leading  iinj^orts  into  the 
Canary  Islands  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  the  figures  being- 
taken  from  the  official  Estadistica  General  del  Comercio  Exterior 
de  Espana  for  1016: 


Articles. 

I'nited 
States. 

Argen- 
tina. 

Spain. 

Great 
Britain. 

J33,S11 

59,4S7 

82, 400 
.58,897 
39, 700 
17,204 
234,1.59 
7,825 

$7  745 

Brcadttiitl's: 

(^orn 

1082, 100 
42.100 
12,398 



2,050 
97  310 

AVheat 

2,113 
55,400 

5,512 
52, 80.5 
11,450 

4,582 

AVhcat  flour 

3v12, 565 

Candles 

308  205 

Canned  meat 

1  700 

Coal ....           .         .                

552  104 

foiree 

SPAIN — CANARY  ISLANDS. 


Articles. 


Confectionery  and  fine  biscuits 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Drugs 

Fibers  and  fiber  textiles 

Forage  and  seeds 

Fruit  and  vegetables,  dried 

Greases,  machinery 

Leather:  Tanned  liides 

Machinery 

Mineral  fertilizers 

Olive  oil 

Paper  and  manufactures  of 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Sacks  and  bags,  empty 

SiUc,  manufactured 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

Wine,  beer,  and  liquors 

Wood: 

Boxes  and  crates  for  fruit  packing. 

Timber,  construction 

Wool,  manufactm'cd 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


United 

States. 


$2, 187 

94, 102 

1,104 

1,456 


10,255 
11,280 
8,307 


8,750 
116,485 


3,187 
"'3,"286' 
"i63,'465' 


123,408 


55, 819 


768, 816 


Argen- 
tina. 


5,102 


10,985 


70, 756 


1,089 


825,545 


Spain. 


$141,150 

1,362,415 

111,246 

97, 450 

78,210 

218, 820 

1,846 

259,405 

9,807 

94,315 

.531,676 

176,423 


63,208 
19,255 
25,152 


96, 256 

6.827 

132,816 

6, 109 

151,957 

177,460 

1,171,884 


5,383,366 


Great 
Britain. 


S188,707 

575,267 

31,285 

155,907 

21,750 

99,157 

19,150 

2,465 

124,369 

353, 108 

150 

67,269 


4,512 
33,407 

89,820 
205, 250 


34, 100 
24, 805 

1,825 
05,402 
194,325 
889,628 


4,544,009 


Other  countries  having-  a  rather  large  share  in  the  import  trade 
were  Brazil  with  coffee  amounting  to  $74,354;  Cuba  with  confec- 
tionery and  fine  biscuits  valued  at  $99,868,  sugar,  at  $55,400,  and 
tobacco,  at  $64,109 ;  Norway  with  paper  and  manufactures  valued  at 
$220,108  and  wood,  at  $78,205;  Portugal  with  forage  and  seeds 
totaling  $73,800;  Morocco  with  silk  manufactures  valued  at  $539,465; 
and  Sweden  with  wood  amounting  to  $187,400. 

Anatysis  of  the  imports  demonstrates  that  petroleum,  gasoline, 
lumber,  and  tobacco  form  the  bulk  of  the  American  export  business 
with  the  Canary  Islands.  Petroleum  and  gasoline  as  usual  came 
direct,  owing  to  the  enterprise  of  a  single  American  firm. 

The  case  of  canned  meats  is  strikingly  significant  as  showing  hpw 
actual  American  exports  bought  by  Canary  Island  houses  are  offi- 
cially classified  as  of  Spanish  origin.  Spain  is  credited  in  the  pre- 
ceding table  with  exports  of  $234,159  worth  of  canned  meats.  Care- 
ful checking  by  this  consulate  proved  that  over  90  ])er  cent  of  this 
merchandise  was  sent  to  Cadiz,  Spain,  for  transshipment  to  smaller 
steamers  connecting  the  Spanish  peninsula  with  the  islands. 
Comparative  Figures  of  Exports. 

The  quantit}^  and  value  of  the  principal  Canary  Island  exports  to 
all  countries  during  1915  and  1916  (the  latest  figures  available)  were 
as  follows: 


Article. 


1915 


Quantity.      Value. 


1916 


Quantity.     Value 


Almonds metric  tons... 

Bananas do. . . 

Cheese do. . . 

Chemicols do. . . 

Cooperage  materials do. . . 

Copper. do. . . 

Corn do . . . 

Drawn  work  and  laces do... 

DyestiilTs do... 

Flour do... 

Fish,  salted  and  dried do. . . 

Fruit,  Droserved  .nnd  conserved do. . . 

Gold  and  silver hectograms. 

Hides  and  skins metric  tons. 

Iron  and  steel do... 


94 

58,312 
26 
4 
600 
15 
86 
46 
31 


,?15,478 

1,706,445 

7,920 

428 

42,855 

3,975 

3, 005 

187,  .560 

2,130 


490 
39 
1,816 
451 
377 


87,305 
9,584 
36,240 
185,864 
14, 380 


149 

08,989 

35 

1,415 

472 

16 

8 

83 

396 

148 

1,840 

14 

2,118 

329 

448 


$34, 

2, 069, 

10, 

160, 

33, 

1-1, 

101, 

24, 

9, 

356, 

3, 

118, 

152, 

19, 


200 
415 
457 
250 
019 
837 
321 
620 
126 
173 
165 
109 
459 
400 
207 


DseyMiMm^in. 


APD 


n   <«„-.- 


I 
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8  U.t,  &f.P0*SiQ1l'^EMi:>^T  TO  c(j:\i-mekci-:  eepof.ts. 


1915 


1916 


Ariicles. 


[Quantity.      Value.     jQuanlity.    Value. 


(inioiis - metric  tons. 

Onion  seed do. . . 

)^'Iio!eiiin do. . . 

Potatoes do. . . 

Kicc <io. . . 

Sack.«,  empty number. 

.silk,  manuldctiircd motrie  tons. 

Tomal  Oi's do. . . 

L^mbreU  AS number. 

Woo<i- 

Planks metri-  tons. 

Furnitur:' do... 

All  other  artif  les 


Total 3,3'.1G,4n 


The  preceJino-  table  marks  a  distinct,  chang-e  from  other  records 
given  in  this  report,  for  here  we  find  a  larger  volume  of  business, 
with  staple  exports  decidedly  increased  in  both  quantities  and  values. 
In  fact  until  December,  191 G,  conditions  stimulated  Cannry  Island 
exports,  and  then.  :is  explained  previously  in  this  report,  the  export 
trade  slumped  !)0  per  cent  in  a  single  month,  while  imports  de- 
creased 00  per  cent  during  the  same  period. 

Bananas,  the  chief  export,  sliowed  a  gain  of  $302,070  in  1016  com- 
pared with  1015;  chemicals'went  from  $li>S  in  1015  to  $100,250  the 
following  12  months,  and  salted  and  dried  fish  advanced  from  $87,305 
in  1015  to  $350,105  in  1010.  C'anaiy  Island  potatoes,  which  brought 
very  high  prices  in  England  during  1010,  totaled  $300,827,  as  against 
$147,030  in  1015.  Foodstuffs  alone  account  for  the  net  gain  in  exports 
in  1910.  Drawn  work  and  laees  and  hides  and  skins  .showed  decided 
losses,  and  exports  of  umbrellas,  valued  at  $40,375  the  preceding  year, 
ceased  entirely  during  1010. 

Countries  of  Destination  of  Leading  Exports. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  values  of  the  leading  articles 
exported  to  the  principal  puix-hasing  countries  in  1016: 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

Great 
Britain. 

Spain. 

Cuba. 

France. 

Almonds 

$379 

S22,sr..-. 

1,5.")5,400 
43, 800 

S2,103 
153,250 

n,9()2 
1.50, 7.S3 

14,S37 

]4..i40 
3, 4<W 

S3, 500 
4,052 
5,109 

11,582 

?3,C02 

$5,026 

Bananas 

341,298 
4,  .520 

Coal 

501 

Chemicals 

(^opper 

Drawn  work  and  laees 

1.0.'-.3 
0.30 

34.711". 
14; 205 

50.  ,S2;? 

10 i 827 

279.406 

2,391 

10,256 

34,295 

07,213 
82,932 
4, 2.36 
216. 
23,900 

17,016 

DyestuQs 

4,900 

Fish,  salted .... 

7,130 

Onions 

3,4.-.7 
4,026 

.502 

Potatoes 

12,307 

Sacks  (empty) ... 

■iOl 

Silks.....  ... 

4.-.,  407 

Skins  and  hides 

149, 10,S 

Tomatoes 

4.3U 
3,993 

456. 350 
4;  423 

2»,30(J 
1.52;  398 

2,000 

All  other  articles 

147,901 

55,  COO 

Tolal 

59,910 

2,497,52S 

785,530 

304,  («5 

450,766 

The  official  figures  for  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  said  before, 
are  incorrect,  being  $50,010  as  compared  with  actual  declared  value 
on  consular  invoices  of  $130,183.  Quantities  shown  by  official  records 
are  practically  correct.  The  error  comes  from  an  assumed  official 
valuation  for  each  commodity  that  never  varies  during  the  3'ear  and 
frequently  remains  stationary  tAvo  or  more  years,  while  actual  market 
values  may  Mwy  200  per  cent. 
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